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had almost emptied its magazines,1 and was saved by the navy from the gravest danger.
In spite of the military advantage of a recognized, uninterrupted mobilization, the navy system of supply had possessed the great economic advantage that we were able to keep the unused stores quite low in times of peace and consequently lay out to productive ends the small amount of money which Germany could spare us; and further, if it came to the worst, we could only rdy on carefully considered peace-time arrangements, and were thus relieved of the danger of over-hasty war-contracts.
I have often been attacked in the Reichstag because of my attitude to private enterprise and contractors generally. Parliament begrudged the private firms the big orders, and, with one eye on the State-socialism of the future, inclined more to the principle of State factories. Even in future wars any overstraining of the State-mechanism or any check upon private industry would lead to the most dangerous crises.
II
I mention here a small matter which I would not broach if the Revolution did not threaten to change so fundamentally our old conditions.
Schwartzkopf had explained to me the advantage
1 The competent officer at G.H.Q. told me as early as in October, 1914, that Verdun was not attacked any more on account of the shortage of ammunition, since it was not desired to expose the Crown Prince's army to a reverse.